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Connect, Create, Innovate, 
Succeed!This year’s common read 
is “Orange is the New 
Black” by Piper Kerman.  
This is the author’s story 
of how she was sent to 
prison for a ten-year-old 
crime at a time in her life 
when she no longer 
resembled the reckless 
young woman she had 
been when she commit-
ted the crimes that 
caught up with her.  This is a look into the 
lives of women in prison, why we lock so 
many away, and what happens to them 
when they are there. Check out one of our 
latest Library displays, located on the 2nd 
oor by the Book Bistro, for more resources 
about this topic.
The Rod Library Learning Commons is a vibrant, 
comfortable social space equipped with 21st 
century tools, technology, and services that 
support your academic success.  The Learning 
Commons covers the entire 2nd oor of the 
library. Use this space to Connect with other 
students, faculty and friends. Enjoy a grilled 
cheese sandwich from the Book Bistro or use 
some of the great collaborative technology.  
Create projects and assignments with the Digital 
Media Hub (greenscreen room), Adobe Creative 
Suite, Mac productivity tools, and our new 3D 
printer.  Not sure how to use all of that equip-
ment?  No worries, stop by the Information Desk 
and speak to one of the Media Consultants.  Find 
ways to Innovate in the new Makerspace , Schol-
arSpace or Projection/ Whiteboard Wall. This 
space is full tools to help you Succeed! 
RodCon
Join others from the Cedar Valley in explor-
ing “Enrique’s Journey.”  This award winning 
novel by Sonia Nazario explores one unac-
companied minor teen’s true story of enter-
ing the country and traveling 1,600 miles to 
reunite with his mother.  There are a series 
of community read events across the Cedar 
Valley.  More information can be found here:  
www.library.uni.edu/diversity/communi-
ty-read
join the Rod Library and the 
Cedar Valley on Saturday April 
2, from 10am-4pm in celebrat-
ing the 3rd annual Rod Library 
Mini Comic Con.  This event is 
free and open to the public.  
We will feature costume con-
tests, artists, games, crafts, 
speakers, live action role play-
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Store
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